
Good People of Good Counsel,  

It has been a few months since we were able to resume the celebration of public 
Masses.  At that time, we made a change to our Mass schedule and created a seating 
chart with assigned Mass times for everyone in the parish.  

Initially, this worked well to ensure that everyone at the parish had the ability to attend 
Sunday Mass while also following all the social distance guidelines set forth by the 
Diocese. 

As the COVID epidemic continues to drag on, I want to make a few updates to what we 
are doing that I feel will better serve those who are attending Sunday Masses at Our 
Lady of Good Counsel.  

There are many families at our parish who require flexibility in their schedules when it 
comes to mass. These firemen, doctors, nurses, etc. are currently unable to attend 
mass on a consistent basis because they need to frequently switch between a vigil 
mass and a Sunday Mass. Our current system of assigned Masses and seats make it 
difficult to accommodate those with unique schedules. 

So many of you have done a great job letting us know when you will be gone on a 
particular weekend.  Thank you for your cooperation!  Even when inviting people from 
our wait list to fill those spaces, we typically end up with a decent amount of open seats 
every week. 

With all this in mind, we will begin celebrating Sunday masses without assigned seats. I 
am hopeful that by doing away with assigned seats we can increase attendance at 
mass while not having to turn anyone away.  You will no longer need to email the parish 
to let us know if you are going to be out of town, or if you will have family in town and 
would like to bring a guest to Mass.  Along with this change, we are also going to make 
a slight adjustment to our Mass times. 

Our new Weekend Mass schedule:  

Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm  

Sunday: 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am  

We will still sit every other pew, however there will be no assigned seats and no need to 
register for mass beforehand.  Households will be responsible for spacing themselves 
out from one another (similar to what we are already doing at our daily Masses).  This 
new Mass schedule will take effect the weekend of August 15th/16th. 

I am grateful for your patience and understanding during this unusual time. 

In Christ and Mary, 
Fr. Johnson 


